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RELIGIOUS  EDUCATION  POLICY


RATIONALE

Catholic Schools are guided in all that they do by an important and coherent vision of education.  This vision is based on the truth revealed by God about ourselves, our life together in community and out ultimate destiny with God.  This gives rise to an educational endeavour centred on the person of Jesus Christ, who is our Way, Truth and Life.  
(Bishop’s Conference) 

Therefore, Religious Education in St. Bede’s is the foundation of the entire educational process. The beliefs and values studied in Catholic Religious Education inspire and draw together every aspect of the life of the school.  The staff at St. Bede’s are committed to Religious Education because all pupils have the right to receive an overall education which will enable them, in the light of the faith of the Church, to engage with the deepest questions of life and find reasons for the hope which is within them.

The outcome of excellent religious education is religiously literate and engaged young people who have the knowledge, understanding and skills – appropriate to their age and capacity – to reflect spiritually, think ethically and theologically, and who are aware of the demands of religious commitment in everyday life.
Religious Education Curriculum Directory for Catholic Schools, 2012

NATIONAL CURRICULUM
At St. Bede’s Catholic Junior School we believe that teaching and learning should be relevant to the children in our care and should not only meet the requirements of National Curriculum, but should also be exciting and enjoyable. The curriculum is at the heart of the school’s strategies to raise achievement and improve outcomes for all children. It is dynamic, adaptable, evolving and a vital part of the drive for on-going school improvement. 

Our school’s curriculum model is unique; tailored solely with Christ at the centre and children at its heart.  It is designed to nurture mastery and a lifelong love of learning. 
It:

· carefully sequences content that coherently builds knowledge and skills of ALL children;

· capitalises on opportunities within our locality, including the local Parish of St. Wilfrid and the parish community, to will equip ALL children with the essential knowledge and religious understanding needed to succeed as citizens who make a positive contribution to society.
AIMS

The following aims underpin the effective delivery of Religious Education in St. Bede’s:
· To teach discretely and developmentally, deepening knowledge and understanding of key theological ideas and their application to life;
· To cater for individual needs within the guidelines of the “COME AND SEE” Programme;
· To study the mystery of God, the life and teachings of Jesus Christ and present engagingly a comprehensive content which is the basis of knowledge and understanding of the Catholic faith;

· To create opportunities for the children to apply and use their knowledge of religious truths,  think creatively, deepen their religious and theological understanding and be able to communicate this effectively;

· To present an authentic vision of the Church’s moral and social teaching so that pupils can make a critique of the underlying trends in contemporary culture and society;

· To develop the critical faculties of pupils so that they can relate their Catholic faith to daily life and understand the relationship between faith and life;
· To teach the importance of a social conscience and the need to ‘promote the common good’;
· To enable pupils to relate the knowledge gained through Religious Education to their understanding of other subjects in the curriculum;
· To encourage investigation and reflection and develop appropriate skills and attitudes which will result in a full response to God’s call in everyday life;
· To foster a respect for people with other religious beliefs and raise awareness of the faith traditions of other religious communities accepting that God loves everyone regardless of colour, race or creed; 
· To offer the children a sense of self-worth through their experience of belonging to a caring community and an awareness of the demands of religious commitment in everyday life.

OBJECTIVES

The teaching of Religious Education in St. Bede’s:

· promotes the Catholic ethos by enabling the children to know and enter into the beliefs, feelings, attitudes, practices and worship of the Catholic tradition;
· encourages the children to express their own opinions and lead them to a deeper personal faith;
· systematically teaches the mystery of God as discovered through the Bible and the life and teachings of Jesus Christ, the teachings of the Church and the lives of the saints;
· extends pupils’ knowledge of themselves and develops a sense of worth, confidence and self-esteem;
· emphasises the importance of every individual;
· introduces children to other faiths and helps them to appreciate their beliefs and practices;
· helps the children to understand that Christ is the revelation of God who loves us;
· leads the children to a knowledge that faith and life belong together;
· provides the children with opportunities for prayer, celebration and reflection;
· introduces children to the language of religious experience: literacy in religious activities;  places;  stories;  symbols and rituals;  people and objects;
· presents a systematic presentation of the Christian event, message and way of life in ways appropriate to the stage of the development of the child;
· explores the child’s own experience helping each individual to EXPLORE, REVEAL AND RESPOND at each learning stage.

TEACHING AND LEARNING
A variety of teaching and learning strategies are employed in St. Bede’s in order to aid progression and meet the individual needs of all pupils.

The children are given access to the “COME AND SEE” Programme which is appropriate to their age and stage of development.  Pupils are actively encouraged to engage themselves in all aspects of the Programme, which is at the heart of school life.

The pupils are given opportunities to explore all aspects of life through the topics presented in the “COME AND SEE” Programme.

The children are encouraged to respond to, analyse and evaluate the wealth of religious material presented to them.

The Subject Adviser guides the staff by example and good classroom practice is available to support other members of staff in their delivery of Religious Education.
THE RELIGIOUS EDUCATION PROGRAMME
‘COME AND SEE’
To fulfil the aims and objectives the school has adopted the ‘COME AND SEE’ Programme prescribed by the Archdiocese of Liverpool.  The aim of this Programme is to explore the religious dimensions of questions about life, dignity and purpose within the Catholic tradition.  It helps the children to explore the beliefs, values and way of life of the Catholic tradition and aims to deepen and enrich the pupils’ understanding and living of their faith. ‘COME AND SEE’ supports and enables the faith experience of all children because it starts with their real life experience and leads them to  explore, reflect upon and consider the Christian message in all its richness in that experience.
· Two and a half hours are set aside for the teaching of Religious Education.  

· The Programme presents nine topics in each year group on a one-year cycle.  Each topic lasts for approximately four weeks.

· Each topic is developed through the Programme specifically related to the year group and builds on prior learning.
· For each level there are clear learning objectives and learning outcomes.  These allow pupils to work according to their different abilities.

· The process for delivering ‘COME AND SEE’ has three elements that enable the development of knowledge, understanding, skills and the fostering of attitudes. 
In the process the teacher helps the children to:
EXPLORE


· look at and become aware of an aspect of life experience.

· explore through practical tasks and activities.

· discover significance and value, and come to a deeper understanding of it.

REVEAL       

· make links with the Christian understanding of the life experience through Scripture, Church practice and teaching, prayer and the lives and way of living of the Christian community.

RESPOND
· remember their learning
· rejoice, celebrate in worship what has been explored and revealed.

· renew, look back and evaluate, and respond to in daily life.
This aspect of the topic is presented in Class Journals and presents a celebration of   learning.  

OTHER FAITHS AND ‘COME AND SEE’
In St. Bede’s the teaching of other faiths seeks to educate all pupils so that they are able to live a way of life that integrates their beliefs with all other aspects of what it means to be human. As part of this, the children must learn to live alongside others who are different and hold alternative views, including religious views.
Each year two weeks are devoted to the teaching of other faiths.  The pupils at St. Bede’s are introduced to the teaching, beliefs and practices of Judaism and Hinduism. 
Each religion is taught separately during the autumn term as a specific one week topic.  
ASSESSMENT
Assessment in ‘COME AND SEE’ is related to the concepts, skills and attitudes to be developed through the exploration of themes and the learning outcomes for each topic.  In St. Bede’s, assessment establishes what pupils know, understand and can do.  It does not assess faith or the practice of faith.  Assessment is an integral aspect of all teaching and learning.  
It involves:
· general observation of children engaged in classroom tasks and activities.
· observation of contributions made to displays.
· learning receipts used to assess learning at two points during Reveal 
· marking of  work.

· formal assessment completed three times a year. 

Formal assessment
Systematic planning in ‘COME AND SEE’ ensures that every pupil is assessed formally once a term.  The assessment tasks are prescribed by the Christian Education Team so that work can be moderated across schools.  The work is assessed against the end of year targets for Religious Education. The progress of individuals is monitored and recorded using the same model that is used throughout the curriculum: Working Towards Standard, Expected Standard,   Working Above Standard. This is important so that progress of individuals can be monitored as they journey through the school. 

REPORTING
In ‘COME AND SEE’, reporting forms an integral part of the Programme.  Topics invite and include the co-operation of family and parish at every stage.  In St. Bede’s there are four dimensions to reporting in Religious Education.  
Reporting:

· provides feedback to pupils;
· informs teacher colleagues of the achievement of individual pupils;
· informs parents/carers of the progress and achievement of their children;
· informs parents/carers, governors and parishes of the content and quality of Religious Education and the achievement of the pupils.
A comment on achievement in Religious Education is included on the school reports issued to parents/carers once a year.  Verbal reports are also given at Child - Parent/Carer - Teacher meetings every term. 
Approximately every sixteen days the children complete a piece of work in Religious Education in a book called, ‘SHARING LEARNING.’   This book is taken home so that the parents/carers have knowledge of the teaching and learning taking place in the subject.  Positive feedback is given by parents/carers and it keeps them informed of learning and special activities related to the Catholic life of the school.    
CHILDREN WITH ADDITIONAL NEEDS
Children with additional requirements are provided with appropriately challenging work.  In ‘COME AND SEE’, differentiation is provided through a variety of activities in REVEAL.  The staff at St. Bede’s use these activities to meet the differing needs and abilities of all children.  
The purpose of differentiation in Religious Education is:
· to enable children to succeed;
· to challenge children;
· to enable children to recognise and celebrate their achievements. 

EQUAL OPPORTUNITIES
· Religious Education is taught on a class basis and all children are treated with equal respect.

· Each child is expected to listen to the views of other people, and respect that sometimes there will be differences of opinion.

· In the delivery of the Programme the children are introduced to the views, beliefs and cultures of other faiths.

CROSS-CURRICULAR LINKS
Whenever possible, appropriate Religious Education is integrated with other aspects of the curriculum, e.g. language, art and music.  The concepts taught and explored in Religious Education and considered throughout the curriculum during the term. 
The subjects enrich each other to give a greater value and coherence to the whole curriculum.

CONTINUITY AND PROGRESSION
The content and delivery of the ‘COME AND SEE’ Programme is structured so that there is cohesion and progression in what the children learn.  The approach to the teaching of Religious Education also ensures that there is continuity and progression. The staff plan and evaluate topics together.

MONITORING RELIGIOUS EDUCATION
The Subject Adviser monitors the teaching and learning of Religious Education by:

· planning each topic with all staff by using the Before You Begin page at the start of each theme.  This is important so that all staff are aware of the expectations and themes related to each topic.

· evaluating topics on completion;
· observing lessons and displays;
· monitoring children’s workbooks and 
· monitoring and sharing Collective Worship.

CONCLUSION
The primary purpose of Catholic Religious Education in St Bede’s is to come to know and understand God’s revelation which is fulfilled in the person of Jesus Christ.  The process is “a clear educational project of which Christ is the foundation”.  Religious Education helps the pupils to know and experience the meaning of revelation in his or her own life and the life of the community which is the Church.  Hence, the promotion of the human person is the goal of Religious Education in St. Bede’s Catholic Junior School.  
We accept the challenge of Pope Francis who claims that education is:
“Proclaiming Christ; showing that to believe in and to follow Him is not only something right and true, but also something beautiful, capable of filling life with new splendour and profound joy, even in the midst of difficulties.”
Religious Education in St. Bede’s is the foundation of the entire educational process and permeates the ethos and mission of the school so that as a celebrating community we can: 
Journey together so that we have life; life in all its fullness…




 John10:10
POLICY REVIEW

The Religious Education Policy will be reviewed by the Subject Adviser in the light of guidance, training, changes in legislation or at the request of a member of the school community.  Any amendments will be agreed by the staff and Governing Body.

MISSION  STATEMENT





St. Bede, patron of our school, wrote:





“It was always my delight to learn and to teach”.





We are a celebrating community, living the �Gospel Values, committed to educating children �in the light of the Catholic Faith.





We journey together so that we





“Might  have  life  -  life  in  all its  fullness”.





John    10:10











