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COLLECTIVE WORSHIP POLICY


RATIONALE


‘Where two or three are gathered in my name – I am there among them’.










(Matthew 18:20)
Collective Worship in St. Bede’s has its foundation in the Gospels and endeavours to cater for the religious, spiritual and educational needs of all who play a part in the community.

Therefore Worship addresses the needs of all individuals and is sensitive to:

· Those who form part of the Worshipping community in church

· Those for whom School may be their first and only experience of church

· Those from other Christian traditions

· Those from other faith backgrounds.

Collective Worship is more than a legal requirement as it is central to Catholic education and forms an essential part of the school’s overall provision for prayer and Worship.  The Act of Worship at St. Bede’s is in accordance with rites, practices and beliefs of the Catholic Church.

AIMS
The aim of Collective Worship in St. Bede’s is to help the children to appreciate that ‘Worship is concerned with the Glory of God’, by giving glory, honour, praise and thanks to God.
Thus, we strive to:

· Provide opportunities for pupils to Worship God and reflect upon Gospel values
· Encourage participation and response whether through active involvement, listening to and reflecting upon the Worship or through stillness and thoughtful silence
· Develop community spirit

· Promote a common ethos and shared values

· Reinforce positive attitudes

· Respect the diversity of belief and commitment

· Reflect the tradition of the Catholic Church and have Christ at its heart.

OBJECTIVES
To fulfil the aim St. Bede’s provides opportunities for the celebrating community to:

· Celebrate life and learning

· Give worth to

· Wonder at the world and God’s creation

· Contemplate something of the mystery of God

· Take time to think

· Reflect upon issues

· Pray together

· Sing together

· Remember important events and people

· Take part in Worship through drama and song

· Follow in the footsteps of Christ keeping the Gospel values at the heart of everything
· Explore the child’s own experiences helping them to deepen their faith with regard to all Acts of Collective Worship.

As our School Community engage in Acts of Worship we believe that 
‘We journey together so that we might have life, life in all its fullness’.








(John 10:10 – Mission Statement)
This is at the heart of our shared ethos and permeates all aspects of life in St. Bede’s. 

ORGANISATION OF COLLECTIVE WORSHIP
Class Worship
Class teachers pray with their class each morning and evening.  We have our own school prayers that reflect aspects of the Mission Statement.  The children are encouraged to think about the following areas:




Monday
-
Myself




Tuesday
-
My Family




Wednesday
-
My Friends




Thursday
-
The Community




Friday

-
The World
Each class has a selection of resources, which help the class teacher to choose appropriate materials for Collective Worship.  Candles and music are used to help create a special atmosphere for prayer and Worship.  Collective Worship in the classroom provides sharing experiences and time for quiet reflection.
‘Be still and know that I am God’.      (Ps. 46:10)
There are year group folders for Collective Worship on the school network and each day teachers use the ideas and reflections for their Worship.  At special times of the year such as Advent and Lent the Scripture for Collective Worship relates to the readings which are important for the Church and our faith.  The Scripture gives a focus for the Worship and relates to the theme for the day.  The children are given opportunities to plan the Worship for their class and this is an important part of their spiritual development.  The format for all Worship in St. Bede’s follows the liturgical structure suggested by the Department for Christian Education and the children understand the key words: GATHER, LISTEN, RESPOND and GO FORTH.   They set the focus for Worship and regard it with great importance.  Children   set up the focus table in the hall and this is undertaken with competence and great delight by each year group.
Year Groups
Year groups join together in the school Hall to think about their uniqueness as a group.  This experience encourages a sense of belonging and helps to deepen children’s understanding and living of their faith.  This is a time for sharing experiences, special work and for recognising the Spirit of God at work in our lives.
A symbol representing each class is brought to Collective Worship and added to the focus table.  This Act of Collective Worship is organised on a two-week cycle.  The responsibility for this Act of Worship lies with the staff in each year group.  Parents/carers and friends are invited to share this Act of Collective Worship during Advent and Lent.
Upper/Lower School
The upper and lower school meet for Collective Worship on a two-week cycle.  The RE Subject Adviser is responsible for this Collective Worship.  The purpose of the gathering is to promote the Catholic ethos by enabling children to know and enter into beliefs, feelings, attitudes, practices and Worship of the Catholic tradition.  Focus is upon the liturgical calendar so that the children are given insight into the gospel readings and their message. Material is selected appropriate to the children’s age, interest and stage of development.

Whole School
The whole school meet for Collective Worship.  The topics explored with during this Act of Worship are linked to the ‘COME AND SEE’ Programme and also the general life of the school.  Visitors are often invited to address the children to speak about their work to build God’s kingdom on earth.  The children are helped to realise that life and faith are inextricable.
The importance of individuals and groups within the school are highlighted during this time and:
Life and Learning are celebrated.

(Motto)
Parents/carers, friends and visitors are invited to share this Act of Collective Worship.
The staff at St. Bede’s have developed a cycle of themes/ topics which are linked to ‘COME AND SEE’ and also refer to the liturgical calendar, seasons, significant dates, international days  and the curriculum.  These are given to staff at the beginning of each academic year so that they can plan for the year ahead.
‘Rejoice in Song’
Each week the whole school meets for singing.  This time spent together is a religious, spiritual experience.  It is marked as special when children, through song, are able to wonder at the greatness of God.  It is a prayerful time and the children are taught to reflect upon the words of the hymns.
‘With gratitude in your hearts sing psalms and hymns and spiritual songs to God’.











 (Col. 3:16)
Lunch Time
The children gather collectively at lunchtime when a prayer is sung before the children enjoy their meal together.  This prayer helps the children to reflect upon the importance of our school as a sharing community and upon the good food that we are blessed with daily.
‘I am the Bread of Life’.   (John 6)
HOLY DAYS AND SPECIAL OCCASIONS
The whole school gathers for Worship on Holy Days.  Together with members of the Parish Community we celebrate the Feast.  The children play an active part in the celebrations by:

· Reading

· Singing

· Leading the Offertory

This Act of Worship is a prayerful experience when the school and Parish communities come together to celebrate.  It is also a time when our uniqueness as a Catholic school is highlighted.
We have received positive feedback from parishioners who have joined us for the occasion.
‘Praise God in His Holy Place’.   (Ps 150:1)

PLANNING
Collective Worship in St. Bede’s is:

· Planned through consultation with appropriate parties and reference to the school Mission Statement, aims and objectives.

· Planned in consultation with the children.

· Planned with reference to the Church’s seasons and the curriculum.

· Planned with flexibility to changing situations within the school and wider community.

· Recorded so that themes can be reviewed/revised.

· Recorded through displays, prayers, reflections and photographs.

EVALUATING 
Time is taken to evaluate Collective Worship at staff meetings when “COME AND SEE”  is a focus.  Shared Acts of Worship are stored centrally and are used for future reference when they are adapted to suit a particular need.  
Children evaluate Collective Worship after the event through discussion with the class teacher. 
Parents/carers evaluate Collective Worship with comments following a shared celebration.
These evaluations are an important way of making sure that Collective Worship is successful in helping the children to find God in their lives.     
REPORTING
Parents/carers are invited to attend Collective Worship.  They are also invited to participate in services when feast days are celebrated.  In this way we report the success of Collective Worships as an important, integral part of the children’s spiritual development.  
Information regarding Acts of Collective Worship is detailed in the school Newsletter and dates for specific celebrations are given through this means of communication.  
Information about Collective Worship is also included on the school website.

CHILDREN WITH ADDITIONAL NEEDS
The whole approach to Collective Worship is inclusive and the individual needs of every child are considered when Collective Worship is being planned.
EQUAL OPPORTUNITIES
Care is taken to ensure that all material used in developing the spiritual needs of the children addresses issues of sex, gender, race and religion.  All children are treated as unique individuals and everyone is given the opportunity to play a part in Collective Worship.

CONTINUITY AND PROGRESSION
The content and delivery of Collective Worship allows for the children to progress and develop spiritually at their own level of understanding.  Much of the Worship is generated from the ‘COME AND SEE’ Programme.  This ensures progression and continuity, as both aspects of a children’s learning are an integral part of ‘COME AND SEE’.  The topics covered encompass a well-planned programme.
CROSS-CURRICULAR
Collective Worship is an educational activity and a religious experience.  It includes many areas of the curriculum and care is taken to fulfil our Mission, which is to ‘Celebrate Life and Learning’.  Hence, our whole curriculum is celebrated, as we believe that every aspect of school life helps to develop the child’s potential as an individual.

CONCLUSION
St. Bede’s provides a variety of experiences which:

· Are led by pupils, staff and visitors

· Uses a balance of quiet reflection, silence, prayers, responses, music, songs, dance, drama, videos and ICT
· Ensures that the theme, focus and delivery are appropriate to the children

· Sets a reflective atmosphere using music, candles, stillness and respect for the occasion

· Are offered for a class, year group, upper and lower school or whole school

· Respects the freedom of pupils and staff in the invitation to prayer and Worship
· Ensures the possibility of conscious, active participation of all present.

Collective Worship at St. Bede’s provides a variety of meaningful opportunities for pupils and staff to come together to Worship God.  These opportunities are but steps on our journey as we
‘Celebrate Life and Learning’.
These steps are learning experiences that help all individuals to find God in their lives so that together we might:
                       ‘Have life in all its fullness’.      (John 10:10)
This confirms our Mission Statement and is clear evidence that Collective Worship is at the heart of school life.

REVIEW
The Collective Worship Policy will be reviewed by the RE Subject Adviser in the light of advice and/or training or at the request of a member of the School Community.   The staff and Governing Body will agree any amendments.

MISSION  STATEMENT





St. Bede, patron of our school, wrote:





“It was always my delight to learn and to teach”.





We are a celebrating community, living the �Gospel Values, committed to educating children �in the light of the Catholic Faith.





We journey together so that we





“Might  have  life  -  life  in  all its  fullness”.





John    10:10











